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tantinople on August 15, 717 A.D. (Muharram 2, 99
A.H.), that is to say, shortly before the advent of win-
ter, Maslama made preparations for a long and severe
siege; he amassed enormous quantities of provisions
as high as mountains and built underground passages
and wooden houses for his troops.16 Notwithstanding
his daring and courage Maslama had little knowledge
of the arts of war. He was credulous and quickly
deceived and had no first class commanders among
his assistants,17 It appears that he counted on a speedy
delivery of the city by the Byzantians and was
deceived by Leo's promises. Whenever the siege tight-
ened Leo resorted to negotiations with Maslama and
tried to cajole him; then the seige would relax and pro-
visions would find their way to the city. Accord-
ing to the Arab report Leo actually promised Maslama
to deliver the city and to hand over the treasury of the
Romans and all precious objects, and to ascend the
throne in the name of the Caliph and pay tribute.
There is no doubt, however, that Leo's promises were
false, that he was not sincere and only wanted to gain
time-18
A few weeks after the beginning of the siege,
Caliph Suleiman ibn Abdul Malik died (Safar 10, 99
A.H.) before he could send reinforcements to Maslama.
Winter with its rigours then set in, and the country
surrounding the city was for several weeks covered
with snow. Many of the best besieging troops
died from the horrors of cold and most of the horses
and other cattle perished. The scarcity of pro-
visions and the difficulty of obtaining them spread
disorder in the ranks, while the death of Admiral
Suleiman also spread disorder in the fleet. As for the
Byzantians they spent the winter in safety within the
walls of the city. In the following spring a large fleet
carrying provisions from Alexandria reached Maslama,
entered the Bosphorus and anchored at Kalos Agros.
It was followed by another fleet coming from Africa